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As a member of the Senate, today I got to participate
in two legislative sessions. Led by Leslie Blair, the sessions
mimicked

the

legislative

process

of

our

state’s

government. Several girls wrote legislation before
coming to Girls State, and it was our job as Senators to
decide whether or not to pass the bill and to decide if it
needs to be amended. The meetings were run like an
actual

legislative

session,

following

parliamentary

procedure. In addition to this, we discussed legitimate
issues, such as raising teachers’ wages, mandating
mental health checks in elementary schools, and funding
for students from lower income families.
These meetings gave us girls a taste of the political
world and how it runs. We all had thoughts and opinions,
and this process helped us learn how to debate
respectfully and build off of each other’s ideas. While it is
impossible to make everyone happy, we learned the
value of compromise. I have greater appreciation for our
state’s politicians after this experience, because they
really do have a difficult task in making laws that will
benefit our community. While I don’t see a political
career in my future, I’m grateful for the learning
opportunity I’ve had here at Girls State to get a feel for
what it is like. I will definitely learn more about the
specifics of our state’s government when I return home,
and I am excited to vote for the first time in this
summer’s election!
-Bethany Klein, Parker City

Outstanding Citizens
2022 OKLAHOMA GIRLS STATE
AKIN CITY-NORAH SCARBROUGH
BLOSCH CITY-CARMEN ASHBURN
BONHAM CITYLAUREN MCDOWELL
CHINN CITY-EVA JACKSON
CHISOLM CITY-JOYCE YANG
DEMKE CITY- MYSTERY MCDOULETT
DENSMORE CITY- GERALYN HANEY
HARVEY CITY-BLAIR PLUMMER
KEISTER

CITY-DIANA

MIJANGOS

ESTRADA

O'LEARY CITY-MARIAH SHAMASCO
PARKER CITY-BLAYNE SCHWARZ
REED CITY-AVERY JONES

A CALL FOR CIVILIZATION
It is currently Day 5 of Girls State, and today we had
the opportunity to listen to a wonderful speaker, Leslie
Osborn. I had already heard many good comments
about her, and in every aspect, she exceeded my
expectations of it. Osborn began her speech by talking
about how every time she thought she had her life
planned out, something didn’t go as planned. She
continues on to say that she did not plan to run for the
Commissioner of Labor, but she wanted to make a
change for the better. Leslie Osborn gave us a lot to
unpack in her speech, but in my opinion, the best tips
overall are these: Be a critical thinker, back up what you
believe with facts, our role as humans is to be kind, our
lives are unplanned paths where anything can happen,
and lastly, if we want to see a change in the world we
have to step up. It starts with us.
-Gracie Kimbrell, Keister City

Our Courteous Counselors
Jenessa Dugger, Akin City
During this week at Girls State, we have had Senior and Junior Counselors assisting, watching,
and helping us to get situated at Girls State. As well as doing all those things, they are always
encouraging us to get involved and run for any office or position that we can. Even when we don’t
win an office, they are the most supportive. The counselors at Girls State constantly have a great
attitude and keep up the spirit no matter how exhausted they are. We are able to look to them for
advice and comfort and they always let us know that there is no judgment. I’m very grateful for all of
the counselors that volunteer their time and they deserve all of the recognition for what they do for
us at Girls State!

OUR
FORGOTTEN
SHEROES
By: Alicia McGhee, Chisolm City

Education Not Regulation

Wonder Woman. She Hulk. Black Widow. What
do they all have in common? They are sheroes
deemed by society. They are strong and humble.
Throughout this week, we've been surrounded by
strong women: our Senior Counselors, directors,
speakers, and our Junior Counselors(JCs). Although
they may not have a Lasso of Truth, super strength,
or assassin skills they have something better: drive,
patriotism, passion, and determination. We tend to
overlook all the work our JCs do, like walking us
back to dorms when we forget something, talking
with us during our struggles, staying up late
reading our speeches, and supporting us as we
campaign. I think it's about time we give them the
love they deserve for their hard work. I know my
JC specifically puts 110% in Chisolm City. We were
extremely fortunate to have Alivia. Her dedication
and love for us is evident. She's truly a shero and a
true Girl State Gal. Her leadership skills are
remarkable, she's extremely humble and down to
Earth.
I asked around to understand if I was the only one
who felt that Alivia put 110% in:
"Yes, of course! I love her so much."
"I wish she [Alivia Jeter] was my JC! She's my
favorite!"
"OH! She's so amazing!!"
"She's super down to Earth and fun. And she makes
girl state so fun as well as a great experience."
"She always makes sure we are all having a good
time and no one is left out; she makes an effort to
make sure we are included."
I am proud to have Alivia as my JC, I hope all of
you appreciate your JC as much as I do!

Out of all the speakers that we had the privilege to listen to today, Mrs. Neuhold-Ravikumar was one
of the most inspirational. Instead of talking about the government, like most of our speakers, she
talked about education and the importance of this. She explained to us that we have the opportunity
that most people don’t have and that we should utilize our free education instead of taking
advantage of it. One of the main things she explained about this is that instead of just going to classes
and listening, we actually need to learn and retain what our teachers are teaching. Even though her
speech was short it was extremely inspiring and made everyone in the crowd want to take their
education more seriously.
-Alexa McClure, O’Leary City

Be the Spark
Patti Neuhold-Ravikumar, University of Central
Oklahoma’s 21st president — not to mention the 1st female
president of the college — came to speak to Oklahoma Girls
State delegates. It was an honor to have such an accomplished
and respected woman speak to us today. Not only is she an
accomplished woman, but also a very accomplished speaker.
She delivered a very awe inspiring speech, and certainly lifted
my spirits for the future. She relayed to us soon-to-be-seniors
that no matter how small we are, we can change the world.
She included critical thinking as a key factor. “Critical
thinking makes the difference,” Neuhold-Ravikumar stated
passionately.
The UCO president spoke of the basis on which a student’s
success is built upon: empowerment, becoming, and engaging. I
could see she was glad to be in a room full of smart, beautiful,
young women who in some way want to change the world. She
urged Oklahoma Girls State to be the spark, to start a change
in the world.
~Olivia Oldham, Harvey City

TALK TO US

THIS ISN'T
GOODBYE

The Girls State Celebration was our last HOORAH
of the day. Filled with dancing, singing, and
music, it was a night to remember forever. I will
always keep these memories close to my heart.
The connections I’ve made and developed over
the week are ones that will last me a lifetime. I
know I can rely on these girls, and we are all
going places. We will make history in the name of
Girls State. Dancing and letting loose from the
normally professional atmosphere was a fun
twist that helped me realize that not only are
these girls future leaders, they are truly my
friends. At the beginning of the week I was
nervous, introverted, and scared of judgment.
Now I know that I can be bold and nobody can
stop me. Nobody can stop US! We are silly, we
are loud, we are talented, but most importantly,
we are an unstoppable force.

-Caleigh Patrick, Reed City

When Leslie Osborn, the Oklahoma Commissioner
of Labor, spoke to us she started with the beginning
of her life. Hearing her speak about where she came
from and where she started inspired many as she
mentioned that she was just a normal woman
selling truck parts when she was encouraged to run
for the legislation. It was inspiring to hear a woman
say that “normal people” are needed in the
legislature. Most people expect legislators to have a
political degree or have background in law but she
reminded us that there are people that are nurses,
teachers, and even farmers that represent us on the
state level! As she was presenting to us she told us to
“surround ourselves with kind and civil people” and
that’s exactly what we did. At Girls State we were
able to meet those people and make friendships
that’ll last a lifetime!
During her speech, there was one person that was
listening extra closely and that was the Oklahoma
Girls State Commissioner of Labor, Norah
Scarbrough from Akin City. She stated that
“Commissioner Osborn made a strong point when
she spoke of the inevitability of the unplanned
happening, and how we must find the opportunities
to make positive change in those situations!” Overall
she was an outstanding speaker and an amazing
representation of how “normal people” can be the
change in all levels of the government especially the
state!
-Jenessa Dugger, Akin City

Off She Goes...

TODAY GIRLS STATE CHOSE THEIR CANDIDATES FOR GIRLS NATION.
AFTER EACH NAME WAS ANNOUNCED IN PURE GIRLS STATE FASHION,
HOLLERING FOLLOWING EACH NAME. EVERYONE WAS ECSTATIC PER
USUAL! THEN IT WAS TIME FOR THE SCARIEST PART; ANSWERING
QUESTIONS ON YOUR POLITICAL VIEWS. EACH CANDIDATE HAD TO GO
TO THE DIFFERENT COUNTIES AND ANSWER QUESTIONS ON CURRENT
EVENTS AS WELL AS PROBLEMS PLAGUING OUR NATION. PROBLEMS LIKE
THE PINK TAX, ABORTION RIGHTS, AGRICULTURAL CONCERNS, AND
SPECIAL EDUCATION. CHISOLM CITY'S MAYOR AND GIRLS STATE
GOVERNOR, JOYCE YANG, WAS CHOSEN AS A CANDIDATE! THE CITY IS
EXTREMELY PROUD AND WISHES THEIR SISTER NOTHING BUT THE BEST!
I COULDN'T BE MORE PROUD OF THE WAY ALL CANDIDATES ANSWERED
EACH QUESTION! THEY HANDLED ALL OF THEM WITH DIGNITY AND GRACE
ESPECIALLY ON TOUGH QUESTIONS LIKE THE TOPIC OF BLACK LIVES
MATTER AND THE JANUARY 6TH, 2021 INSURRECTION ON THE CAPITOL.
WOOD COUNTY HAD QUITE DIFFICULT AND CRITICAL QUESTIONS THAT
SHOWED HOW WELL A CANDIDATE KNOWS WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE
WORLD. I WAS AMAZED AT HOW NO ONE FALTERED OR MESSED UP ON
THEIR ANSWERS. THEY GAVE GRACEFUL ANSWERS AND SHOWED HOW
COMPLEX THEIR MINDS TRULY WORK.
WHISTLE STOPS ALLOWED US TO WATCH OUR GIRLS GO OFF INTO THE
WORLD AND MAKE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN. I LOVED WATCHING THEIR
BRAINS WORK AS WELL AS BEING FORCED TO THINK WITH THEIR UTMOST
CAPACITY. IT'S NICE WATCHING YOUNG MINDS THINK. I COULDN'T BE
MORE PROUD OF MY FELLOW DELEGATES. CONGRATULATIONS LADIES! I
HOPE GOOD THINGS COME YOUR WAY NO MATTER THE OUTCOME!!
"OFF WE GO…." - CHIEF WALTER KULA JR.
(WHO'S ALWAYS MAKES A POINT OF REMINDING MY UNIT WE ARE GOING
BIG PLACES NO MATTER WHAT WE DO)
-

ALICIA MCGHEE, CHISOLM CITY

NEVER WANT TO LEAVE
We can all agree, as we grow closer and closer to the girls in our city and outside our
cities, Boomer or Sooner, that after the cruel awakening of Friday afternoon comes
and we are all ripped apart after the endless effort we have put forward to keep our
packs together is something of our nightmares. The days in the week seem to go by
faster as each day crawls by, although it still feels like we’ve been here for a lifetime
(now in a good way). If we are lucky, these friendships, alliances, and pacts will not
cease, but will be enhanced as we depart from one another and go on our separate
paths. But for now… we never want to leave.
-Cheyenne Gilkey, Demke City

