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State Convention Elections 

During the State Conventions, everything can get a little nerve 

wracking. However, the candidates tended to handle these nerves 

very well. Their confidence levels seemed very high due to the fact 

that they are loud, clear, and passionate about what they stand for. 

They put all of their emotions out there and came off as very person-

able. They were all very accomplished and qualified for the positions 

for which they ran. Even if the candidate lost, they still had good 

sportsmanship and told their opponent “good job”, accompanied by 

a handshake. All of the ladies who ran were very inspirational and 

deserving of the role. 

 

                                -Lauren King, Harvey City 
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     Today, the 2019 Girls State delegation had 
the pleasure of listening to former Lieutenant 
Governor Jari Askins speak. When I arrived on 
Sunday and picked up my schedule, I immedi-
ately began to look at every speaker that 
would be joining us. Now do not get me wrong, 
every speaker is phenomenal in their own way. 
But I would be lying if I said I have not been 
the most excited to hear Lt. Governor Askins 
speak. 
    Here is a little backstory for you. I first met 
her when I was four years old. At the time, she 
was serving as Oklahoma’s Lt. Governor. I met 
her one day while visiting the Capitol with the 
Cherokee Nation where I sang to her, along 
with Governor Brad Henry. After that initial 
meeting, I was blessed to be invited back each 
year. This all happened in February. Just four 
short months later, I happened to have tickets 
to the Women’s College Softball World Series. 
Little did I know, Lt. Governor Askins had the 
tickets directly beside me. She is a huge Soon-
er softball fan! As I grew up listening to her 
speak on a public and private level, I grew to 
admire not only the work she does, but truly 
admire her as a person. 
    Hearing her speak today only reminded me 
of why I have admired Lt. Governor Askins for 
a large portion of my life. Although I always 

take away beneficial information from all of her 
talks, today’s speech really made an impact on 
me. I admire her for who she is a person — 
which does include her public service work, but 
more importantly, it includes her values. This is 
why her guide post tips really hit me today. We 
are all strong, independent, kind women. We all 
know this. However, we each have additional 
guide posts (aka moral compasses). And as Lt. 
Governor Askins said, it is our responsibility to 
discover what truly means the most to us. 
    We all have the leadership qualities, drive, 
and determination to succeed. However, one 
thing that was not discussed until today was the 
need to set our own personal boundaries. In life, 
we all have our own beliefs. And those beliefs 
shape us into the women we are and will be-
come. As we grow older, of course our beliefs 
will change. We will meet new people and expe-
rience new things that will challenge us to 
change our thought process. And that is com-
pletely okay. That is one point of life. We are not 
meant to stay the same all throughout our life. 
As Lt. Governor Askins stated earlier, “Girls 
State will shape your value system.” And I 
wholeheartedly agree with her. 
    Throughout this week we will be exposed to a 
new way of life. This does not necessarily mean 
completely disregarding who we were when we 
first arrived, but it means to enhance it. This 
week will help us fully develop what we stand 
for as human beings. 
    Lt. Governor Askins has made waves, simply 
put. She has challenged the status quo. She has 
inspired so many people, including me. And it 
would be my hope that she inspired everyone 
today. She has accomplished everything in her 
life by sticking to her beliefs. She is a prime ex-
ample of deciding what you stand for and never 
wandering from those beliefs. 
    Now, it is our time to make waves. We have 
the skills, we have the talent, and we have the 
passion to create change in the world. And now, 
with the inspiration of following our own moral 
compasses, we have the foundation to build our 
lives and careers upon. Let us not solely focus 
on the future, or the past, or even the present. 
But focus on all of it. Put yourself in a position 
to view every part of life, because that is where 
you will find your true moral compasses. So, 
let’s go make waves! 
  

   -Chelbie Turtle, Demke City 

 Making Waves   
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      My experience in Girls State has led me to firmly be-
lieve that stepping out of our comfort zone leads to 
growth. Our guest speaker former Lieutenant Governor 
Jari Askins came to Girls State to prove this belief and 
talked to us about creating our moral compass. She 
stated, "Don't let the flow take you. Pick up the paddle 
and take the direction you want to go." She advised us 
by stating three aspects: be kind, be strong, and be in-
tentional. These aspects not only pertain to Girls State 
but pertain to real world decisions as well. When we are 
kind, we are letting others know that we are with them 
and we are able to help them when they most need it. 
By being strong, we allow for negativity to not affect 
our ability to grow. Being intentional relates to the 
quote, "Let your actions speak louder than your words." 
Lt. Governor Jari Askins, if you are reading this, I would 
like to thank you for coming to Girls State. Your mes-
sage to develop our moral compass results for more suc-
cess which leads to "giving more than what is received." 

 
   -Paula Najera-Diaz, Hare City 

Change Equals Success  

      With our senior year soon 
approaching, I am sure many 
of us are thinking about col-
lege. Some of you already 
have an idea of what exactly 
you want to do after high 
school! But for those of you 
who are not for sure what 
school is the right one for you, 
the University of Oklahoma 

presented us with a very persuading slideshow 
this morning. OU is top 10 in research and jour-
nalism, number 1 in severe storms research, and 
top 3 in dance. They have over 22,000 students 
but still have an 18:1 student-to-teacher ratio, still 
giving you that small school feel while getting a 
better experience in the classroom. 

Marissa Henderson is the lovely woman 
who came and talked to us. She is the Associate 
Director of Oklahoma - Recruitment + Campus Ex-
perience. “Grow and learn about yourself this 
year before college”, Marissa told us this. This 
made me do so much thinking. Many of us proba-
bly have a good idea of what we want to major in. 
But we still have a year to grow before we make 
that ultimate decision. 

The “We Are Family” portion of her presen-
tation included talking about the 500+ organiza-
tions, their neat study abroad program, and their 
concurrent enrollment program. As upcoming 
seniors, we have the opportunity to receive col-
lege credit while still in high school, and I feel this 
is an opportunity we should not take for granted! 
So, if you are not sure what school is the right 
one for you, why not look into the University of 
Oklahoma? It might just be the one for you! 
 
 

             -Zoey Russell, Densmore City 
 

Sooner Family  



Governor: Anoli Billy 

Lt. Governor: Abigail Richardson 

Attorney General: Chloe Zickafoose 

Corporation Commissioner No. 1: Ella Rose Adams 

Corporation Commissioner No. 2:  Jenny Hoyle 

Corporation Commissioner No. 3: Shaleena Flores 

State Treasurer: Paige Henderson 

Auditor and Inspector: Delaney LaBass 

Superintendent of Public Instruction: Jenna Gaches 

State Insurance Commissioner: Emily Kauk 

Commissioner of Labor: Morgan Dennis 
 

District I- 

District Attorney: Taylor Spence 

District Judge: Brittany Bahn 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 1: Tatiana Acosta 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 2: Tori Linkswiler 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 3: Cameron Freeland 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 4:  Jenna Gilertson 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 5:  Sarah Tyus 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 6: Delanie Seals 
 

District II- 

District Attorney: Lauren McPherson 

District Judge: Makayla Knoche 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 1: Lauren Trinh 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 2:  Hallie King 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 3: Jacey Cox 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 4: Holli Lindley 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 5: Bryce Smith 

Court of Appeals Judge No. 6: Khaila Charqueno 
 

Justices of the Supreme Court 

1. Ashley Hale 
2. Paige Farley 
3. Julie Dawkins 
4. Desiree Rickett 
5. Olivia Ballard 
6. Julia Cabulo 
7. Magdaline ‘Maggi’ Dansby 
8. Lilee Brinlee 

 

Judges of the Court of Criminal Appeals 

1. Paige Robinette 
2. Michelle Taylor 
3. Alexia Brown 
4. Brooks Langham 
5. Kaylee Bute 

State Election Results 
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When most people think of Girls State, they typically think of 

the hundreds of girls who are spending a week out of their 

summer at a “government camp.” They think of the girls who 

run for office, the girls who spend all week campaigning and 

making fun posters, and the girls that are successful in their 

elections and are fortunate enough to serve the other delegates 

at Girls State. Some people may even think of the outstanding 

speakers the delegates listen to throughout the week, and the 

valuable lessons the girls may learn. Although these are all pos-

itive things that come to mind when thinking of Girls State, 

there are a few people who may not receive the recognition 

they deserve, and those people are our city counselors. 

As a delegate here at Girls State, I have learned first hand just 

how important our city counselors really are this week. 

Whether it be guiding us across campus, or discussing the 

day’s events every night, my counselors have proven their pas-

sion for leadership and their love for service undoubtedly eve-

ry single day. I was even able to sit down and chat with them to get their input on their favorite part about being a 

Girls State counselor. 

Katelyn Niles, Bonham City Senior Counselor, deeply loves watching all of her city girls grow over the 

week. Katelyn says it empowers her to become a better leader by watching all of the Bonham City girls build their 

relationships with each other, and supporting one another throughout the week’s activities. Lauren Bush, Bon-

ham City Assistant Counselor, claims that her favorite part about being a counselor is to watch her girls get in-

volved all week. Lauren enjoys seeing girls interact with the guest speakers, and truly wants all Girls State dele-

gates to apply those lessons to our everyday lives. Lauren also genuinely feels a part of a family here at Girls State, 

and has loved growing with the delegates all week. 

So next time you think of Girls State, do not just think of the delegates or the speakers or the education 

staff. Think of the city counselors who generously devote a week of their lives to bettering our Girls State experi-

ence, and who deserve all the adoration and recognition for their compassion this week. 
 

 

               -Tayten Lierle, Bonham City 
 

Nowhere To Be Found  


