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Living History
For almost a century, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) has been
influencing young women both at the state and federal level. The ALA has
been operating as a national organization since 1937. The first Oklahoma
ALA Girls State began in 1940 and has held the exceptional conference since
then; except for two years during World War II. Oklahoma Girls State was the
first in the nation to have its educational program accredited. Since then,
thousands, if not more, have participated and learned government
processes and how policies are made.
Since it is one of the most accredited organizations and programs in
the nation, it has also helped many girls find “big time” careers and make
history. Some memorable and empowering women are Lieutenant
Governor Jari Askins; Sarah Brown; Reverend Lori Allen Walke; Emily
Thompson; Chelsea Dyer; and Jane Pauley, a journalist and news reporter
for the Today Show and CBS. These women have set examples for
generations to come.
Each year since, delegates have made the best of friends, greatest
of memories, and taken life lessons home. Some delegates have loved
Oklahoma Girls State so much that they are now donating time to be our
Junior Counselors, Senior Counselors, Media Directors, Education Staff, and
much more. Brindle Wilson is a Junior Counselor (J.C.) for Bonham City. She
graduated high school this year from Byng, Oklahoma. and will be attending
East Central University in Ada. She was a delegate at the 2017 Oklahoma
Girls State, where she served as a Boomer State Party Platform Committee
member and participated in Moot Court. Her favorite memory as a delegate
was bonding with her sisters in Granchie City. “I wanted to be able to give
back in a different way and I wanted to make sure girls just like me had a
great experience at Girls State. I always like seeing smiles and joy on faces
and wanted to be able to bond with girls again.” Brindle stated, “My best
memories from being a J.C. this year were when we were in our city meeting
room at night for the nightly briefing and “warm fuzzies” (kind notes written
to Bonham City sisters during the week). One of the names was spelled
wrong and started a domino effect with laughter. There was a silent “x” in the
middle of the name. The group started to add an “x” to every word. The
laughter was infectious and continuous and it has been the best moment
while being a J.C.” “The hardest part about being a J.C. is not knowing all the
questions and wanting to answer them all, but it is worth being a Junior
Counselor. In fact, I will be back next year.”
Now, fast forward to 2018 and we are gathering with the best and the
brightest of Oklahoma’s high school seniors. Many keynote speakers have
presented and left each and every delegate with a different message. What
is the main message? Oklahoma needs fixing! We are the next generation,
and sadly we have inherited a mess. We are women who do. Be empowering,
have gratitude, give life meaning, and live a life of service. We will be the
women who change Oklahoma.
By: Peyton Smith, Bonham City
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Non-Profit Break Outs: Habitat for Humanity
We have all heard about Habitat for Humanity, but how many of us know all that the
organization does? Until coming to Girls State I had no idea they did so much to better the lives of
so many people. Habitat for Humanity’s mission is to showcase that anybody and everybody can
make an impact where it is needed. The local chapter from Cleveland County came and spoke to
us on Thursday, and explained to us what all they do. Their main project centers around providing
housing for people in poverty, whether that be restoring their current home or building a new
one. During this process, they educate candidates to help them break the chain of poverty.
Although it is a Christian based organization, they will work with anyone of any background.
Cleveland County and many other chapters also have “restores”, where they sell used items and
the funds go towards building more houses. Recently they have started an upcycling project that
is a part of their restore. Any pieces with potential are painted, re-upholstered, or redone to be
able to make a profit off of it. It creates less of a carbon footprint and brings in profit where
there was not one before. They have also started teaching others how to do this by holding
classes on how to upcycle. Overall these classes will educate, bring in future profit, and create
volunteer opportunities. Habitat for Humanity does more than some of us may realize. They are
an international organization but they are right here close to home! If you are looking for nonprofit that allows volunteers under the age of 18, they do this as well and will take volunteers as
young as 12 years old. Thank you Cleveland County for educating Girls State about Habitat for
Humanity.
By: Josie Frazier, Heil City

Today, us lucky Girls Staters got to go room to room in the University of Oklahoma’s
Thurman J. White Forum Building and hear from some lovely nonprofit organizations. Among
the many that were presenting in the building, I personally went to three. They were the Oklahoma Science Museum, the Oklahoma Arts Council, and the Oklahoma Humane Society. Sitting
and listening to what these great organizations do and how we can help them opened my eyes to
a new world of giving that I had no idea about. I hope everyone had amazing eye opening experience as I did and will try and keep In Touch with these organizations and live a life of service.
By: Megan Peña, Blosch City
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Non-Profits Need Your Help!
Volunteering in any way improves soft
skills that employers look for in a potential employee. At the non-profit breakout sessions today,
each room educated their audience on several
possible volunteering opportunities. In one of the
rooms, Lacy and Jill of the Arts Council OKC were
very passionate about city outreach for the visual
and performing arts. Their mission, they said, is to
make the arts more accessible to anyone interested. Personally, I look up to artists of all types
and I envy their creativity. I, like many, would absolutely love to be more involved and educated on
the subject, and this organization seems, in short,
amazing. They appreciate volunteers who are at
least 17 years of age from the OKC area specifically. They host the Festival of the Arts every year
and the Twilight Concert Series every Sunday
June through August from 7-9 pm.

In another of the rooms, Cassandra Patterson almost made me cry when she told the story
of her family fostering a dog from the Central Oklahoma Humane Society, the volunteer organization she was here to talk about. She told us that
when she went to the shelter, the family planning
on adopting the dog was already there and when
they met the dog it immediately lay its head on the
son’s lap, and the dad had to leave the room because he started to cry. She learned that six
months previously, the family had lost loving a
wife and mother. Seeing this changed Cassandra
for the better, and she realized just what volunteering for an organization could do for someone.
Anyone 16+ from anywhere in Oklahoma can volunteer here, but Cassandra believes that if you
want to help out, “Go to any” of the humane societies in Oklahoma, because they all need help.
By:Emi Szabo, Erin City

OU Children’s Hospital Volunteer Program
The OU Children’s Hospital gives out about
6,000 toys a year, and that is just from their toy carts
alone. The toys donated, and any other materials
they have, all come from donations. When a patient
is scared or stressed, healing time is prolonged. The
job of volunteers is to help alleviate any negative
feelings patients or families may be feeling. Yes, the
toys help, but the real thing that helps is the compassion that all the volunteers give to the patients they
see. Volunteers do everything from keeping siblings
entertained to holding babies whose parents are out
of the hospital. I myself have experienced this personally as my younger brother has had multiple
open heart surgeries. The first time I was only 5
years old so I was easily entertained, but by the time
I reached middle school the volunteers understood I

needed more to do. I remember one in particular
taking me to the hospital library and letting me read
for as long as I wanted. OU Children’s also has fifteen therapy animals that regularly visit the patients
with volunteers. They are also the first hospital in
Oklahoma to have a facility dog, who is technically
employed at the hospital. You can follow her Instagram at @pawsforpurpose_tchv. OU Children’s volunteers do everything they can to let the kids be kids,
and to help their families through the difficult journey of having a child in the hospital. If you would
like to volunteer, you can e-mail volunteer@childrenshospital.com
By: Josie Frazier, Heil City
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Girls Just Wanna Have Fun

Dancing Queens

Volume 76, Issue 5

May 31, 2018

THE CAPITOL
Looking up at the dome amazed in
such a site. A site that takes your breath away
and amazed at the site of our state capitol.
Walking into one of thousands of rooms filling up the masterpiece. Sitting, anticipating on
the arrival of our state officials. Finally, the
wait is over and in walks in the state’s Commissioner of Labor, Melissa Houston. Such
an amazing an influential woman. Next, walking down the halls down to the Governor’s Office in amazement. Stepping into the office
where historical events happened, I was frozen
in awe. Such an amazing and memorable trip
and definitely one I will never forget.
By: Mallori Reno, Hare City

As I proudly walked the floors of the Oklahoma State Capitol Building sporting my Girls State
Badge, I realized what an amazing opportunity this
week has been. From all the songs we sing to all the
hands we shake, I was honored to be a delegate. The
team of state officials for this year was phenomenal,
as we shared a common goal of empowering women.
The Oklahoma Senators, Commissioners, even Governor Mary Fallin, recognized and applauded our
gumption for making our dreams turn into a reality.
They treated us as equals, even calling us by our
elected positions. They were proud of us. It was a
once in a lifetime experience to hear from Commissioner of Labor Melissa Houston, Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. Robyn Miller, and
the woman herself, Governor Mary Fallin. I want to
thank the Education Staff on behalf of Girl State
2018 State Officials for this awe inspiring Capitol
Trip!
By: Gracie Roth, Reed City
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In the midst of late night campaigning, speeches, and glitter crafts, Bonham City was sleeping away. While
the Girls Nation announcement drew near, Bonham had visions of Harry Potter going through their head.
Each Bonham City Member had their own unique way of changing the world. Their dreams of a new world
are listed below:
Alysha Siddgi would adopt would peace with a magic wand.
Maddison Davis would end poverty with a magic wand.
Hannah Jiminez would end all terminal diseases.
Caiton Wilmoth would make college tuition free.
Kaylee Berman would want to get a full night’s rest with a magic wand.
Abigail Boatmun said she would give everyone a lot of food!
Ashley Puccetti-Price would change Oklahoma and give more funding to schools and teachers.
Jaelynn Unger would make every foster child live in a happy and healthy home!
Claire Coyne would spread happiness everywhere with a magic wand.
Payton Moody would make everyone feel compassion for others and eliminate judgment.
Madeline Davis would give everyone a unicorn with a magic wand.
Olivia Wiley would give every pet a good shelter home with a magic wand.
Shae would give everyone a chance to be heard.
Mackenzie Hill would create an unlimited buffet with a magic wand.
Maggie Green would eat popcorn with a magic wand.
Jacie Piercy would eat Chinese food at every meal.
Laura Elizabeth Garret would wish for everyone to love and appreciate each other for who they truly are.
Annie Marquis would wish for unlimited popsicles
Jenny Kindle would wish for contentment in all aspects of life.
Blair Spencer would make a best buck in Oklahoma appear out of thin air and shoot it.
Shelby Black would move her family and herself somewhere cool and live happily ever after

By: Peyton Smith,
Bonham City
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Non-Profit and Advocacy
Today, Jim Dunlap and Pat Hall taught us how to be a successful lobbyist. A lobbyist is someone
who speaks to legislators. They were extremely funny and gave us 5 rules to follow. 1. Never lie. 2. Never
threaten a legislator. 3. Never promise what you cannot actually get. 4. They can 1-3. you and get away
with it. 5. Know who the gatekeeper is. Dunlap and Hall told us taught us so much and even managed to
keep the girls awake from the time they arrived on, which is a hard task especially at this point in the busy
week. Throughout today, there were many nonprofit organizations that we got to hear from. Nonprofits
are something I was not very informed about, so hearing from them was good. A good take away was that

although you might never get rich in a monetary sense, you will become a better person and have a richer
life on a scale of happiness by giving back to the community and helping those in need. All the nonprofit
speakers today showed us different ways in which you can take what
you are passionate about and use that as an outlet to enrich your community and be a light to others. It was another amazing day at Girls
State, and I would like to give a huge thanks to all of our speakers and
guests today.
By: Miranda Soto, Chinn City

She’S the Man, the Wo-Man.
Justice Noma Gurich spoke to all of Girls State
today, but she had a special session for the judges who
were chosen or elected. I was elected as District Judge
of Appeals #5, and being one of the people she spoke
to in such close quarters made my week. After graduating from OU Law School, she was an attorney for ten
years, then a judge on the Workers Compensation
Board for another ten years, then a District Court judge
for twelve years, and since 2011 has been on the Oklahoma Supreme Court. As of now, she is on the ballot
to become the next Chief Justice of the Oklahoma Supreme Court. She is an amazing, kind, easy to talk to
woman who, if possible, I would love to have lunch
with someday. She emphasized how the judicial system
is rooted in fairness, and that party, gender, race, ethnicity, age, and the like do not matter. Changes are hap-

pening in the world now, and women are getting more
and more exposure, especially in the government. She
is proof of that, as she is the third woman in history to
be on the Oklahoma Supreme Court. A philosophy I
retained from hearing her speak is that there are very
questions with black and white answers; unlike math or
science, everything has a gray area. Her advice to anyone and everyone is to “take advantage of every possible opportunity that comes along” and to find someone, a professor or other mentor, who is involved in
what you want to do. They can help you find the best
path and offer you advice when you need it most. As
she said, “Follow your heart.”
By: Emi Szabo, Erwin City
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Bills, Bills, Bills That’s All I See
Today started a historic day in our Girls
State government, as the House and Senate
swore in to turn bills into law. This year’s bills
that have been discussed so far covered history
curriculum reform, the idea of making Puerto
Rico the newest state, lunch shaming, and gun
reform. Regardless of what was discussed, Ben
Odom said it was one of the most intense and
involved sessions he had ever had. He was impressed with the participation rates and how involved this House was, and said it was the most
he had seen in his 30 odd years of teaching and
leading legislative sessions like this. There was
passion on the floor like no other. As personal
testimonies were shared about lunch shaming,
it became clear that this House had a strong
group of ladies that were going to go far in life.
Mr. Odom stressed the importance of network-

ing and understanding these ladies would be
here for us through thick and thin. As these girls
supported one another though personal testimony and understanding, they also stood firm in
their beliefs and were not afraid to ask tough
questions. The Puerto Rico bill was incredibly
tough on both sides and brought up imperialism, referendums, statistics, as well as what we
should or should not be doing as a country or
state. We passed two bills overall: Kate Carpenter’s An Valorem Tax bill to redistribute property
tax on an even basis to schools based on student population and Christine Nguyen's bill to
end lunch shaming in schools and pass even
policy across the state. These two bills will be
presented to Governor Stephens tomorrow!
By: Lauren Ross, Willits City

The Trick to Democracy
It has been an hour since we returned from
lunch, and we are still in debate over our first bill.
Question after question, amendment after amendment, the chamber is seemingly divided right down
the middle, unable to reach a consensus. I sit at a
desk with four other senators. With every new motion to amend the bill, we exchange looks of exasperation. There appears to be no solution in sight.
The bill in discussion is controversial, sparking
debates over the 2nd Amendment and mental health
concerns. Neither side appears to be willing to relent. Suddenly a miracle occurs. Someone gives.

The chamber is stunned into silence. The impossible has happened. We cannot believe our
eyes. Cue the applause. The President of the Senate,
nearly in tears, asks if there are further questions.
There are none. The bill passes, after an hour and
forty-five minutes.
Legislature was dismissed, and the senator
sitting beside me mentioned something that had
slipped my mind. “We just argued for over an hour
for a make believe bill.”

Our bill was not going to implemented in the
Oklahoma Statutes, but every person in the chamber
was so passionate about making sure it did not infringe on any constitutional rights of the people. We
needed it to be perfect. Although our bill was not
real, the lesson we learned was.
It takes a team to achieve a goal. We may
have not been able to get exactly what we hoped
for in the end, but we were able to pass the bill in a
format which pleased the majority. Democracy is the
foundation of our nation, and it is our form of government which makes this nation so special. But democracy needs diversity, and democracy takes compromise. In mock legislation, we learned how to take
conflicting opinions and turn them into a cohesive
idea. This is the beauty of democracy.
….
By: Taryn McLaughlin, Densmore City

