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The Girls Stater
We here at The Girls Stater want to
thank everyone for an amazing
week! Thank you to all of our
speakers, sponsors, and delegates!
Until next year Girls State!

Oklahoma Girls State Closing Ceremony
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Congratulations to
Girls Nation Senators
Kate Carpenter & Alysha Siddiqi!
Good Luck at Girls Nation, Ladies!
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Calling All Gladiators
Many issues were topic of conversation this week at Girls State, but none were addressed with quite the fervor as female empowerment. From Reverend Lori Walker, we were encouraged to be “women that do.”
From former Governor Nigh, we were told we could do anything “from here.” And from all of the women
we have met this week, we were shown the power women hold when we band together to stand in the face of
injustice.
The delegates of Girls State share a passion for the political and a vision for the future. But the most important thing we have in common is we are all women. We are women who conquer in the courtroom, seek

equality in the senate chamber, and find compromise in City Hall. We are gladiators, dragon slayers, superhero's, and queens.
We fight.
We inspire.
We achieve.
We are the women who will pave the future of the world.
So be bossy.
Be stubborn.
Be steadfast and strong.
You are unleashed into the wild. Go forth, wreak havoc, and change the world.
But remember those who would see your failure. Do not sit back and let your fate be decided for you. Do not
be content with letting boys control your rights, because if you allow them that power you won’t have any
(i.e Boys State). The only power they truly have is what you give them.
They will try to turn us against each other. They will try to tell us we can not do it. They will try to convince
you that you are wrong. They will say, “You don’t need feminism, you have the right to vote.”
But we do not have equality. We will not have equality until your paycheck is the same as your male

coworkers’. We will not have equality until girls are no longer asked what they did to provoke their attacker.
We will not have equality until people realize that we will always need feminism.
Until we are equal in every aspect of the law, we will not be grateful. We will not shut up because it could be

worse. We will not back down and make you a sandwich.
In order to combat the oppression we will undoubtedly face, we have to remember to love each other. We
have to remember to stand together. We have to remember we are not just women, but Gladiators.
This week we learned how democracy works. Now, it’s time to take over.
The best part? They will never see it coming.
By: Taryn McLaughlin, Densmore City

