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Imagine this: you are six 

years old and you have been diag-

nosed with muscular dystrophy. 

This means that you cannot do the 

activities of the average child; for 

example, you wouldn’t be able to 

swing on the swingset or walk on 

your own. This is what Chelsea 

Dyer, the fundraising coordinator 

for the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-

ciation talked about with the Girls 

State delegates today. But she also 

pointed out the importance of non-

profit organizations, not only in 

this state, but across the nation. 

Chelsea Dyer started out 

her speech by explaining to us that 

“government is all about being a 

public servant”. She spoke about 

how being an employee of the 

government is all about helping 

those around you who aren’t as 

privileged, not helping yourself. 

Dyer gave eye-opening statistics 

about the non-profit organizations 

across the United States. Dyer told 

us that there are over fifteen mil-

lion nonprofit organizations na-

tionwide, and 18,979 just in Okla-

homa alone. I was not aware in the 

slightest that there is that large of 

number of non-profit organizations 

in Oklahoma, and the amount of 

revenue that these non-profit or-

ganizations contributes is even 

larger: coming in at an astounding 

$15.3 billion. 

“I have a new perspective 

of that strength and courage really 

means,” Dyer said in a testimony 

of how working for a non-profit 

organization has affected her life. 

Oklahoma citizens alone collec-

tively sacrifice over ninety-four 

million hours of their time to vol-

unteering for nonprofit organiza-

tions, yet there is still so much to 

be done in our great state. 

There is always work to 

be done, people to help, and chil-

dren to feed. Chelsea Dyer in-

spired us today. She inspired us 

to think of others first. She in-

spired us to volunteer our time to 

help those who are less fortunate 

than ourselves. And finally, she 

inspired us to never accept “good 

enough”. Dyer left us with the 

same quote that I will leave you 

will today. “Don’t be afraid to 

step out and make a change. You 

might just change the world.” 

-Abigail Dennis  

Willits City  
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Girls State has a wonderful 

staff full of amazing people. It would 

take forever to list all of the people 

who assist with Girls State in any way, 

let alone tell what each person does. 

Whether it's the director, the counsel-

lors, or anyone any between, Girls 

State would not be able to run without 

them. This week I was given the oppor-

tunity to interview Sue Heil, a woman 

who has been helping make girls state 

run smoothly for years. 
Sue Heil has a great reputation 

in Girls State. However, she never ac-

tually attended as a delegate. She was 

living in Virginia when she was eligible 

for Girls State, and didn't feel that she 

would be chosen to go, so she didn't 

submit an application. Years later, 

when her daughter was picked to at-

tend, her friend persuaded her to go 

and help out. This was the first of 

many years she would assist with Girls 

State. 

She started out as a counsel-

lor in about 2003. Through the ses-

sions she has obtained many differ-

ent roles, such as newspaper staff, 

assistant administrator, and even 

American Legion Auxiliary President 

in 2007. But she didn't stop there. In 

2014, she became the Southern Divi-

sion National Vice President. That 

was the only year she didn't attend 

the Oklahoma Girls State session 

since her first appearance. 
At one point the national 

motto or theme was “a ripple makes 

a wave.”, to make her motto corre-

spond with it, she said “toss a peb-

ble, make a ripple.” In other words, 

if you help or inspire one person, 

you can start a ripple, which in turn, 

makes a wave. This has stuck with 

me throughout the week and I've 

tried to throw as many pebbles as 

possible. 
 

Throughout the inter-

view she was always gracious 

and sweet. I found her very 

approachable, and the more 

stories she told, the more I 

learned about her. She’s very 

creative and from what I could 

tell through her inspiring ta-

les, she's helped her communi-

ty in many different ways. Her 

easy-going attitude made me 

feel welcome on my very first 

night here. I'm extremely 

thankful for the opportunity to 

meet and speak to her. 

-Rachel Miller, Heil City  
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What is the first image 
that pops into your head when 
you hear the phrase, "The legis-
lature convenes"? Is it a pack of 
monkeys screaming at each 
other? If it is, then I am sorry to 
tell you this, but that is not what 
the legislature is like. At Girls 
State, the State Representa-
tives take their position very se-
riously and treat other civilly 
with respect. The distinguished 
Benjamin Odom, former Vice-
chairman of the Oklahoma 
Democratic Party, was the coor-
dinator for the unfolding of an 
integral part of our democratic 
system. Before starting, Mr. 
Odom shared some wise words 
that stuck with me. He told us 
we were special because we 
were about to fulfill the initial 
purpose with which Boys State 
was founded, before the found-

ing of Girls State. We were 
also told that we were about 
to learn more about the gov-
ernment than what 90% of 
adults in Oklahoma know. We 
did indeed, learn a lot. We 
were introduced to topics we 
had never considered, like 
imposing an attendance fee 
on casinos to generate reve-
nue for the school system. I 
learned how we must not only 
see things through our own 
eyes, but those of people 
from all walks of life. To a city 
girl, a bill may be perfect, but 
a rural girl would probably 
have her reservations. Not 
only that, but I saw how we 
can all come together, alt-
hough we may have different 
opinions.  The highlights of 
the session were the unani-
mous approvals of two bills. 

The first bill passed by us 
then went to the Senate, and 
it passed there as well! The 
brilliant authors of those in-
credible bills are Bella Wuller 
and Kathryn McConnell. It is 
so great and reassuring to 
see the bright future Oklaho-
ma will have because of the 
2017 Girls State Delegates. 

 

-Areli Villalobos, Blosch City  

This is Our House!  

Girls State is coming to a close, 
and with it comes the finale: whistle-
stop campaigning. The name sound fun-
ny, but it is a campaign designed to show 
of the Girls Nation candidates. They are 
peppered with a series of questions from 
each county, and are voted on by the citi-
zens. Today, I was thoroughly impressed 
with each candidate. They not only field-
ed questions on current events and issues, 
but also legislation and policy. The 
amount of hard work that went into cam-
paigning is impressive; as are the prospec-
tive delegates who answered our inquiries. 
I believe that no matter the outcome, Ok-
lahoma Girls State will be represented 
well. We wish each girl the best of luck in 
this final selection. 
 

-Taylor DiGiacinto, Deutser City  

Whistle-Stops  
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    As a way to celebrate our last full 
day at Girls State, the University of 
Oklahoma generously opened one 
of the coolest locations that the 
campus has to offer: the OU Stadi-
um Club. In addition, the staff pro-
vided us with a mouth-watering 
fajita bar for dinner and allowed us 
to spend the rest of the evening 
goofing around with each other. If a 
girl wasn’t dancing to the Cupid 
Shuffle, she was conversing with 
her friends and taking millions of 
pictures to take home and remem-
ber the wonderful week she had. 
Thank you to the University of Ok-
lahoma for putting up with our cra-
zy attitudes and loud nights. 

        I don’t know about you, but 
the day I drove down here to 
attend Girls State, my stomach 
was riddled with butterflies. The 
thought of spending an entire 
week with a group of strangers 
terrified me. Was my roommate 
going to be nice? Will my city ac-
cept me and encourage me? 
Were my counselors going to be 
cool and vivacious? Fortunately 
for me, the answer was yes, yes, 
and yes! For such an introverted 
girl like me, I find high value in 
clicking with a group of girls and 
creating instant relationships. 

        During the stadium party, all 
of this hit me at once. It has only 
been a week, but I feel as if I grew 

 

up with these girls. In such a 
short amount of time, I was 
able to gain so many new 
friends that I could confidently 
call my sisters. Girls State ex-
ceeded my expectations when 
it comes to what I was going to 
learn. Every delegate this year 
improved in public speaking, 
holding state, district, and 
county offices, and banding 
together with others in order 
to construct the ideal experi-
ence. So for the last time, 
thank you, Girls State, for mak-
ing me and an entire genera-
tion of girls ready to lead the 
nation. 

-Bailey Robertson, 
Granchie City
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Today in the House of Rep-

resentatives legislations were pre-

sented. Personally, I have never 

seen such intense debates. The dele-

gates kept the conversation so pro-

fessional and mature. These girls 

were not afraid to give their opin-

ions. Everyone had the option to 

speak for the bill, or against the 

bill. I believe everyone exercised 

this right very well. 

I would like to commend 

each author that presented a bill. 

They were so bold in presenting and 

arguing their legislations. We had 

100% participation. I would like to 

give a special thank you to Ben 

Odom for helping us today. There 

are so many great things going on 

here at Girls State! 
 

-Riley Shelton, Bonham City 

    During the nonprofit 

breakouts, the ladies repre-
senting The Girl's Scouts 

mentioned AmeriCorps. Ac-
cording to the Corporation for 
National and Community 

Service website, AmeriCorps 
has "more than 80,000 Amer-
icans in intensive service 

each year at 21,600 unique 
sites including nonprofits, 

schools, public agencies, and 
community and faith-based 
groups across the coun-

try."  Whether you have a full
-time or part-time job 

through the AmeriCorps, 

you can earn a grant by 
achieving the set amount of 

community service hours 
with The Education Award. 
The grant can go towards 

student loans, additional 
college courses, or graduate 
school. The speakers from 

the Girls Scouts break out 
noted that full-time posi-

tions typically have to com-
plete around 1,700 hours of 
community service. So 

whether you have a passion 
for community service or are 

just looking for a way to 

pay for schooling, Ameri-
Corps is a great way to 

make a difference in your 
community. You can learn 
more by visiting the Cor-

poration of National and 
Community Service web-
site.   

 

 -Karly James,  
Keister City  

Break Out of Student Loans  
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The Littlest Boutwell 

 Brooke's first year of Girls State began 
in 2010 as a delegate. Her mom, Andi, has 
been attending Girls State since 1980, first as 
a delegate then as a staff member. Brooke 
has been coming back as a Counselor since 
2012 and she is an all-time favorite by far. 
She graduated from Piedmont High School, 
went on to the University of Tulsa, and now 
is attending Wake Forest Law school in North 
Carolina to further her dream of becoming a 
lawyer. Brooke plans on continuing to attend 
Girls State as long as she can. She has defi-
nitely impacted all of the lives of her dele-
gates and continues to bless them through 
the years. This organization is extremely 

blessed to have her on staff.   

-Kinsley Moore,  

Erwin City  

THROWBACK THURSDAY 

Amber LeGrand (Tinsley), mother of current Girls 

State Reporter Kinsley Moore, taking the oath of 

office for the position of Lt. Governor at Oklahoma 

Girls State in 1994 
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Have you realized how lucky 

we are to be at Girls State yet? This 

program has done so much so that we 

can improve ourselves and get ready 

for the real world. They brought in 

many different speakers with different 

stories or information that will help us 

in later life. Today, they brought in a 

dozen lawyers. As many of us are 

thinking about entering into the prac-

tice of law, this was an amazing oppor-

tunity for us to hear more about what 

it's actually like. 

Heil City, my home away from 

home, was placed with Lorrie Bamford, 

an amazingly sweet lady, who defeated 

the normal stereotypes of lawyers. 

She told her story about law 

school and her fight to attend. As 

someone who never did very well on 

tests, she had to take a law school 

summer course to show that she 

was qualified and could handle the 

stress of law school. She proved 

herself and after three years, be-

came a lawyer. She has worked for 

several different clients, but it 

sounds like she has loved every mi-

nute of it. 

The fact that she had fun at 

her job was very important to me. I 

have always thought about becom-

ing a lawyer, but I have honestly 

been nervous about the tests, clas-

ses, and if I would even like it. To-

day, Lorrie Bamford silenced all my 

fears. 

After hearing her enlighten-

ing story, we moved on to look at a 

court case called Ingraham v. 

Wright, regarding corporal punish-

ment in schools. As we went 

through it, I made sure to take 

notes, underline what I 

thought was important, and 

speak my mind. We discussed 

the Supreme Court's decision, 

and why they made that 

choice. I learned so much from 

that session, and time seemed 

to fly by. I only wish we would 

have had longer. 

This afternoon was an 

incredible experience for me, 

and I really enjoyed it. It 

strengthened my desire to be a 

lawyer, and I owe it to Lorrie 

Bamford, and the Girls State 

staff for bringing her to me. 
 

-Rachel Miller, Heil City  

Court Cases, Debates, and Decisions  

I had the blessing of being 
elected as Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and with that comes a 
trip to the State Capitol to meet my 
counterpart, Joy Hofmeister. My 
appointment to meet with her was-
n't until later in the morning, so first 
I went with our Girls State Gover-
nor Sydney to tour Governor Fall-
in’s office and meet her. Her office 
was beautifully decorated, and 
filled with smaller offices who work 
for her. Governor Fallin’s staff was 
so kind to us, and gave us an 
amazing tour of the ins and outs of 
all the people who work for her. We 
got to take an amazing picture with 
her and even sit in her chair at her 
desk. After meeting Governor Fallin 
we got to meet Representative 
Mike Sanders. He answered any 
and all questions we had for him as 

we sat on the house floor. I had to 
leave my meeting with Representa-
tive Sanders to meet with Superin-
tendent Joy Hofmeister. I am so 
glad I got to meet with her and talk 
with her for about 30 minutes. We 
talked about everything from her 
career beginning as a teacher to 
where she is now. She is truly an 
inspiring woman and I learned so 
much about the education system 
and how she is working to make a 
change. I am so appreciative of the 
opportunity and the people I got to 
meet during my day at the Oklaho-
ma State Capitol. 
 

- Alex Gray, Demke City  

State Capitol Experience 


